NBBC 201: Christian History: Trials of the Believers

Lesson 6: The Eastern Church
I. The Fall of Rome
A. Rome Sacked (410) – _____________________________________________
B. Attila and the Huns  –_____________________________________________
C. Visigoths/Ostrogoths – ____________________________________________
D. Vandals - _______________________________________________________
E. Franks/Burgundians -  _____________________________________________
II. The Christological Controversies
A. Apollinaris (Alexandria) – _________________________________________


_____________________________________________________
B. Nestorius (Antioch) – _____________________________________________



______________________________________________________

C. THE COUNCIL OF EPHESUS (431):

1. Cyril of Alexandria:

2. John of Antioch/Nestorians:

3. Theodosius II arrests everyone

4. FORMULA OF REUNION (433)
D. Pope Leo the Great - ______________________________________________ 

E: Dioscorus of Alexandria - __________________________________________

F: THE 2nd COUNCIL OF EPHESUS (449):

G: THE COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON (451): 

III. The Byzantine Empire
A. Emperor Justinian I:



1. Unification of Empire



2. Re-conquers Rome



3. Unification of Church (Nestorians & Monophysites)

B. 5th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL (553) 
1. Disagreement “Merely Verbal”

2. “Three Chapters” 
C. Responses: Monergism - _____________, Monothelism - _____________

D. 6th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL (681): 

IV. The Islamic Conquest (622-750)
A. Military Expansion: ______________________________________________
B. Effects on Eastern (Byzantine) Empire: _______________________________

____________________________________________________________

C. Effects on Western (Catholic) Empire: ________________________________


____________________________________________________________

D. Islamicate World: ________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

V. Late Byzantine Theology

A. Iconoclast Controversy: ___________________________________________

B. East vs. West: ___________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

C. GREAT SCHISM OF 1054:

The Formula of Reunion (ca. 433):

We confess, then, our lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God perfect God and perfect man of a rational soul and a body, begotten before all ages from the Father in his godhead, the same in the last days, for us and for our salvation, born of Mary the virgin, according to his humanity, one and the same consubstantial with the Father in godhead and consubstantial with us in humanity, for a union of two natures took place. Therefore we confess one Christ, one Son, one Lord. According to this understanding of the unconfused union, we confess the holy virgin to be the mother of God because God the Word took flesh and became man and from his very conception united to himself the temple he took from her. As to the evangelical and apostolic expressions about the Lord, we know that theologians treat some in common as of one person and distinguish others as of two natures, and interpret the god-befitting ones in connection with the godhead of Christ and the lowly ones with his humanity. 

The Chalcedonian Creed (451): 
Following, then, the holy Fathers, we all unanimously teach that our Lord Jesus Christ is to us One and the same Son, the Self-same Perfect in Godhead, the Self-same Perfect in Manhood; truly God and truly Man; the Self-same of a rational soul and body; co-essential with the Father according to the Godhead, the Self-same co-essential with us according to the Manhood; like us in all things, sin apart; before the ages begotten of the Father as to the Godhead, but in the last days, the Self-same, for us and for our salvation (born) of Mary the Virgin Theotokos as to the Manhood; One and the Same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten; acknowledged in Two Natures unconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the difference of the Natures being in no way removed because of the Union, but rather the properties of each Nature being preserved, and (both) concurring into One Person and One Hypostasis; not as though He was parted or divided into Two Persons, but One and the Self-same Son and Only-begotten God, Word, Lord, Jesus Christ; even as from the beginning the prophets have taught concerning Him, and as the Lord Jesus Christ Himself hath taught us, and as the Symbol of the Fathers hath handed down to us. 

