NBBC 201: Christian History: Trials of the Believers

Lesson 4: Church Fathers
I. Persecutions
A. Nero (64 AD) - 
C. Domitian (81 AD) - 
B. Vespasian (70 AD) - 
D. Trajan (112 AD) - 

II. Heresies
A. Docetism – _______________________________________________
B. Gnosticism – ______________________________________________
C. Marcion – ________________________________________________
D. Monarchism – _____________________________________________
1. Modal Monarchism – __________________________________

2. Dynamic Monarchism – ________________________________
III. Questions
A. __________________________________________________________

B. ___________________________________________________________

C. ___________________________________________________________

D. ___________________________________________________________
IV. Apologists
A. “Rule of Faith” (Proto-Apostles’ Creed)
Do you believe in God the Father almighty?

Do you believe in Christ Jesus, the Son of God,

Who was born by the Holy Spirit from the Virgin Mary,

Who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and died,

and rose again on the third day living from the dead,

and ascended into the heavens,

and sat down on the right hand of the Father,

and will come to judge the living and the dead?

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, in the

holy Church, and in the resurrection of the flesh?

IV. Apologists, cont.
B. Irenaeus (ca. 130-202 AD) (Born in Asia Minor; Bishop of Lyon, 170 AD)

1. Theological Features:


____________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________


2. Apostolic Succession

C. Tertullian (ca 150-240 AD) (Carthage)

1. Language: _______________
2. Occupation: _________________

3. Stoic Leanings
4. Theological Features:



a. Rejects Pagan Philosophy



b. vs. heretics: _________________________________________



c. substantia vs. persona – 


d. Conversion to Montanism
D. Alexandria

1. Clement (ca 150-215 AD):



a. ____________________________________________________



b. ____________________________________________________

2. Origen (ca. 185-253 AD)
a. Productive Career – 
b. Asceticism

c. Typology – “Spiritual Meaning”

d. Divinity of Christ: ___________________________________

e. Creation: ____________________________________________

